Grace Lutheran Church
736 Cayuga Drive
Niagara Falls, New York 14304
www.gracenf.org
Divine Service: Sunday 10:30 AM

Rev. Benjamin G. Bahr, Pastor
Office (716) 283-1843
Pastor’s mobile (716) 525-0462
office@gracenf.org

Our Vision: Welcoming people to grow in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace.

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR MARCH 22, 2020
– based on Divine Service, Setting 1: LSB 151 –

Hymn of Invocation: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Tune: Public domain

LSB 849

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004142
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our
needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give
thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading
L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading
L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel

LSB 156

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day: God Loved the World So That He Gave
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If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.
Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
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LSB 571

Rite of Installation

Erin Anthony, Office Administrator

P

Dear sister in Christ, you are to serve our Lord as Office Administrator of Grace Lutheran Church.
Hear what Holy Scripture has to say about those who serve in the Church:
15
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.
And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

P

In the presence of God and in sight of this congregation, I install you as Office Administrator in
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us pray.
God of all grace and mercy, bless those who take care of many tasks that Your church may be
managed smoothly. Grant that through their service Your Church may be built up in faith to the
honor of Your most holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Go in the name of the Lord, and know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty and
most merciful God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
The Pastor will close each section: P Lord, in Your mercy,
Then please respond:
C Hear our prayer.

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Offering
Go to www.gracenf.org and click “Give Now” to set up one-time or recurring electronic donations
Checks may be mailed to the church office, or cash brought in person
Or, call the office and Erin will be glad to set up eGiving for you, no computer needed

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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Sending Hymn: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me

Tune: Public domain

LSB 722

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004142

P Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
Organist/Choir Director: Maye Smith

Statistics for the week of
March 15, 2020
Worship Service: 62
Sun/Wed Adult Bible Class: 20
Sunday School Students: 8
Sunday School Teachers/Staff: 9
Sunday School Offering: $10.00
Offering: $1,745.00
Special Missions: $10.00
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please submit new announcements by Wednesday at noon: office@gracenf.org. Office Hours Sun 8:30-12:30, Tue/Wed/Thu 10-2

GIVING: There are several ways to give while regular services are not being held.
• Sign up for recurring e-Giving at gracenf.org (click Give Now).
• Use the GivePlus app
• By texting the dollar amount of your gift to 833-912-0562, which will take you to a website to
complete your gift
• Call 800-675-7430 and Vanco Client Services will process your credit/debit card or bank account
offering.
• Mail your check to the church office, 736 Cayuga Dr., Niagara Falls, NY 14131
• Stop by the office with cash or credit card
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE: Grace is operating under our Coronavirus Preparedness Plan. Due to New York
State regulations, we are now at Stage 4. All events at Grace are cancelled until further notice. Worship
will be livestreamed and the church office will be open for any questions. We will continue in Stage 4 until
government officials change their order. Please continue watching gracenf.org and/or our Facebook page
for more information.
SPECIAL MISSION ENVELOPES for March have been designated to support our Penny War mission,
Operation Starfish. If you would like to support our Sunday School project in this way, please make your
donation to "special mission" online before the end of March.
ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS: If you have a Thrivent policy or investment, you may have Choice
Dollars available from 2019. Choice Dollars are dollars Thrivent will donate to a charity of your choice,
including Grace if desired. But 2019 dollars need to be designated by 3/31 or you will lose them, so don't
delay. Log on to Thrivent and choose "Thrivent Choice Dollars", then follow the directions to designate
Grace or another charity.
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