Grace Lutheran Church
736 Cayuga Drive
Niagara Falls, New York 14304
www.gracenf.org
Divine Service: Sunday 10:30 AM

Rev. Benjamin G. Bahr, Pastor
Office (716) 283-1843
Pastor’s mobile (716) 525-0462
office@gracenf.org

Our Vision: Welcoming people to grow in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace.

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER 15, 2020
– based on Divine Service 4: LSB 203 –

Welcome, Announcements
Hymn of Invocation: “O Worship the King”

5 Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail.
Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend!

LSB 804

6 O measureless Might, ineffable Love,
While angels delight to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise.

Text and tune: Public domain
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess our sin. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ.
Before God and one another, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition, and so we pray:
almighty God, merciful Father, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. Everlasting God, You have ordained and constituted the service of angels and
men in a wonderful order. Mercifully grant that, as Your holy angels always serve and
worship You in heaven, so by Your appointment they may also help and defend us here on
earth; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

P
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...This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Hymn of the Day: “Lord of All Good”

LSB 786

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004142
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

The Rite of Confirmation
MARISSA LEIGH MAJKA
The catechumen stands and approaches the altar rail.
P

Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that I have commanded You; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian faith
according to our Lord's bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will
also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I
will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your heart, therefore, to the
God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.
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Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts
that God gave you in your Baptism?
Yes, I do.
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Do you renounce the devil, and all his works, and all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.
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Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
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Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God?
I do.
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Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures,
as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?
I do.
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Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord's Supper faithfully?
I do, by the grace of God.

P

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to
remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
I do, by the grace of God.
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Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even
death, rather than fall away from it?
I do, by the grace of God.
We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the
teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you
continue to hear the Lord's Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The catechumen kneels to receive the confirmation blessing and Scripture verse.
P
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Marissa, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new
birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His
grace to life T everlasting.
Amen.
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The congregation will please stand.
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing
this Your daughter to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling
her both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant
that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, she may continue steadfast and victorious to the
day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of
righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The new confirmand stands and faces the congregation. A representative of the congregation
speaks the following:
Upon hearing your confirmation of your baptismal vows, we of Grace Lutheran Church
welcome you into confirmed membership in this congregation. We invite and charge you
to participate fully in the life and witness of Christ among us. May almighty God keep you
faithful now and always.
C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

A
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Peace T be with you.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
The Pastor will close each section: P Lord, in Your mercy,
Then please respond:
C Hear our prayer.

Offering

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
We believe what Jesus says about Holy Communion: that it is His body and blood, not symbolically but actually
present, given to us for the forgiveness of sins. The Bible cautions that anyone who receives Communion without
understanding this will be receiving it to their great harm.
So, out of sincere love, we ask that those who commune at this altar are baptized Christians who, having
been instructed in the faith, regret their sins and desire to receive Christ’s real Body and Blood for
forgiveness, trusting in God’s Word as He revealed it in Scripture.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead, simply cross your arms over your chest and the pastor will gladly
bless you. If you are not sure, please speak with the pastor prior to the service. An usher will be glad to assist you.
There is non-alcoholic white wine for those who require it. Simply point at it and the Elder will accommodate.

P
P
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The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through Him
Your majesty is praised by all the holy angels and celebrated with one accord by the heavens
and all the powers therein. The cherubim and seraphim sing Your praise, and with them we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took
the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of
it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei

LSB 210
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Distribution

Please remain seated until an usher signals you forward. It is requested that you wear your mask while
away from your seat, removing it only to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. If able, please walk in
the center of the aisle to the altar, and as close as possible to the wall back to your seat.
Do you need Holy Communion brought to you? Let our ushers know.

Post-Communion Prayer
P Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast
to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with
all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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Sending Hymn: “O God of Light”

LSB 836

Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004142
Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004142

P Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

THOSE ASSISTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY
Organist: Maye Smith
Acolyte: Daniel Bahr
Head Ushers: Ross Folmsbee & John Loss
Communion Assistant: Jim Wolf
Tech Crew: Mark Binkley, John Goodnick & John Bahr
Altar Care: Alice Moll & Luann Pyska
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Statistics for the week of
November 8, 2020
Worship Service: 56 Attended, 46 Views
Adult Bible Classes: 23
Sunday School Students: 19
Offering: $2, 063.57
Special Missions: $50.00

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please submit new announcements by Thursday 10AM: office@gracenf.org.
Office Hours Week of 11/15: Sun 8:30-12:30, T/Th/F 10-2
GIVING: Options at www.gracenf.org

ALTAR FLOWERS this morning are giving in loving memory of parents and grandparents Arlene and Earl
Luick, and in honor of Marissa’s Confirmation, by Kathy Majka, Stephen and Eric Majka and families.
“EXPLORING THE LUTHERAN FAITH” CLASS will be offered on Sunday mornings following worship
beginning December 6. Childcare is available following the same guidance as Sunday School. If you are
thinking about membership at Grace, this is the class you need. Members are welcome to come and get
a refresher. Please register in advance by contacting the office.
LAST CHANCE: Next Sunday is the last opportunity to donate to "Cases for a Cause", our annual food
collection to help St. Vincent de Paul food pantry on Military Road. They are currently serving 50 local
families. They have shared that they are having difficulty purchasing food in bulk amounts due to the
pandemic, so we will attempt to fill "Cases for a Cause". We have containers available for their most
needed food items, which include tuna and canned meats, pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter and
jelly, canned fruit and vegetables, macaroni & cheese, cereal, and chunky style soups. Of course, any
non-perishable food donation will be appreciated. We will deliver your donations on Thanksgiving
weekend to help St. Vincent restock for Christmas, so please be sure that your donations do not expire
before the end of 2020. Thank you to all who have donated so far.
TURKEY & HAM donations are needed to help our local soup kitchens provide holiday meals for our
neighbors in need. Donations can be stored in our downstairs kitchen freezer. If you need help carrying
your donation, an usher will be glad to assist you.
IF YOU ARE LIVE-STREAMING and you would like to donate to "Cases for a Cause" or our turkey and
ham collection, you can arrange a drop off time by calling Erin in the office. We are also accepting gift
card donations from grocery stores, Walmart, & Target which St.
NOVEMBER SPECIAL MISSION ENVELOPES will support LCMS Disaster Response. Lutheran Emergency
Response Teams (LERT) continue to aid the victims of the many disasters our country has experienced
during 2020, including massive wildfires, unprecedented numbers of hurricanes, flooding, and
tornadoes. The rebuilding process will take years. Please consider if you are able to help by using your
November Special Mission Envelope before the end of the month. You can also donate online by clicking
"Special Missions".
OUR OLDEST MEMBER at Grace, Crystal Michel, will turn 100 years old on 11/28. There are cards
available to sign for her on the glass case. If you would like to send your own greeting, cards can be
dropped off in the office and we will make sure they are sent to Crystal.
Amy Folmsbee would like to say a sincere "thank you" for the prayers, messages, cards, and many caring
actions received from the members and friends of Grace. Your prayers have made a difference in her
recovery, and prayers for continued improvement are greatly appreciated.
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