Grace Lutheran Church
736 Cayuga Drive
Niagara Falls, New York 14304
www.gracenf.org
Divine Service: Sunday 10:30 AM

Rev. Benjamin G. Bahr, Pastor
Office (716) 283-1843
Pastor’s mobile (716) 525-0462
office@gracenf.org

Our Vision: Welcoming people to grow in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace.

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR JANUARY 3, 2021

– based on Divine Service 3: LSB 184 –
From The Lutheran Hymnal of 1941, this beautiful liturgy setting reminds us of the timeless nature of the Divine Service.

Welcome, Announcements
Hymn of Invocation: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!”
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LSB 395

5 O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

6 What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,
The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004142
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
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Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Introit
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Psalm 45:6–8a; antiphon: v. 17
I will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.
The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness;
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your
companions;
Your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia.

Kyrie

LSB 186

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 187
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Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine
presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.

P

...This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day: “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”
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LSB 400

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Nicene Creed

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life T of the world to come. Amen.

Offering
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Offertory LSB 192

Prayer of the Church

The Pastor will close each section: P Lord, in Your mercy,
Then please respond:
C Hear our prayer.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
We believe what Jesus says about Holy Communion: that it is His body and blood, not symbolically but actually
present, given to us for the forgiveness of sins. The Bible cautions that anyone who receives Communion without
understanding this will be receiving it to their great harm.
So, out of sincere love, we ask that those who commune at this altar are baptized Christians who, having
been instructed in the faith, regret their sins and desire to receive Christ’s real Body and Blood for
forgiveness, trusting in God’s Word as He revealed it in Scripture.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead, simply cross your arms over your chest and the pastor will gladly
bless you. If you are not sure, please speak with the pastor prior to the service. An usher will be glad to assist you.
There is non-alcoholic white wine for those who require it. Simply point at it and the Elder will accommodate.

Preface

LSB 194
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It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been
hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your
Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus

LSB 195
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C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took
the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of
it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pax Domini and Agnus Dei

LSB 197
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Distribution

Please remain seated until an usher signals you forward. It is requested that you wear your mask while
away from your seat, removing it only to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. If able, please walk in
the center of the aisle to the altar, and as close as possible to the wall back to your seat.
Do you need Holy Communion brought to you? Let our ushers know.

Nunc Dimittis

LSB 199

Thanksgiving

LSB 200
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Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction

LSB 202
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Sending Hymn: “As with Gladness Men of Old”

Tune and text: Public domain

P Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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THOSE ASSISTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY
Organist: Maye Smith
Acolyte: Daniel Bahr
Head Ushers: Mark Andrews & Jim Wolf
Communion Assistants: Gary Krull & Dick Crawford
Tech Crew: Mark Binkley, John Goodnick & John Bahr
Altar Care: Sherry Cassatt

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
TODAY – 1/3/2021
9:00 am
Christian Education (HC)
10:30 am Worship
12:00pm
ELF Class
WEDNESDAY – 1/6/2021
12:00pm
Zoom CE: Beyond the Surface
NEXT SUNDAY – 1/10/2021
9:00 am
Christian Education
10:30 am Worship
12:00 pm ELF Class

Statistics for the week of
December 27, 2020
Worship Service: 44 Attended,60 Views
Christmas Eve Service: 63 Attended, 93 Views
Offering: $7,741.03
Special Missions: $935.00
Memorial: $500.00

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please submit new announcements
by Thursday 10AM: office@gracenf.org.
Office Hours Sun 8:30-12:30, M/Th/F 10-2
GIVING: Options at www.gracenf.org

FLOWER CHART for 2021 is now up and hanging in the narthex. You may also sign up by calling
the office. Cost for a centerpiece is $45, or you can choose two vases at a cost of $56.
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MEALS ON WHEELS OF NIAGARA FALLS is our designated special mission for January. This is a
local agency that delivers meals to Niagara Falls residents who are in need of help with cooking
due to illness, disability, or age related issues. Since they have no income requirements to
qualify for assistance, they are able to serve many who would otherwise fall through the
cracks. However, that also means that they are NOT eligible to receive any government
funding. Their only sources of revenue are from donations and from a nominal fee they charge
for the meals ($7.50 per day for two meals). This organization was started 50 years ago by
members of St. Paul Lutheran Church on 18th Street, and many of our members have
volunteered with them over the years. If you would like to support their work, please place your
special mission envelope in the offering plate during January, send it to the office, or donate
online under "special mission". If you would like to volunteer in their kitchen, or as a driver,
server, or on cleanup, please contact them at 282-3468.

Wednesday “BEYOND THE SURFACE” BIBLE STUDY restarts this week, January 6th, and continues
at 10:00 every week via Zoom. In this study, using context, theology, and history, you'll be able to
experience the next Sunday’s readings in a way that goes far beyond a single read-through on
Sunday morning. Appropriate for all levels - beginner through advanced. No prior experience
necessary!
The Bible verses for this coming week are: Genesis 1: 1-5, Romans 6: 1-11, and
Mark 1: 4-11. You can also find copies of next weeks bulletin with the verses printed out on the
ledge outside the church office.
There are two ways to join:
1. Using Zoom on your computer or other electronic device: enter Meeting ID 716 283 1843
and passcode 736Cayuga.
2. Using your phone, call 929-205-6099 and enter Meeting ID 716 283 1843 and
passcode 418404.
For phone callers – press *6 to mute/unmute.
See you Wednesday!
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