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Our Vision: Welcoming people to grow in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace.

For Our Guests

Dear friend, welcome to Grace! Make yourself at home. Grace Lutheran Church is a family made up of regular,
imperfect people growing in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace, rejoicing together in God’s
restoration and forgiveness, and celebrating our new life in Christ Jesus. If you have any questions for us, please
don’t hesitate to speak with an usher or the pastor.
If you’re in Niagara Falls on vacation right now, thanks for coming! We pray this worship service refreshes your
spirit by showing you a wonder even more beautiful than the mighty Falls He made: the depth of His amazing love
for you.
If you live in the area, we pray you find comfort, peace and joy through the worship service today. We would
be delighted to worship with you again, and if you don’t have a church home and you’d like to become part of
the Grace family, please speak with an usher or the pastor.

* I have children, and they’re not always quiet. Do you mind?

We warmly welcome children to worship just like Jesus did, and we love the liveliness they bring to the service.
If your little one’s crying is making you uncomfortable, there’s a cry room in back for your convenience. Don’t worry
about coming and going if that’s what you need to do. We’re parents and grandparents too. We’ve been there and
we understand!
RESTROOMS are located in the parent’s room (back of the church) and next to the parking lot door.

* The plate’s coming. I have to give an offering, right?

No! God teaches that giving comes from a joyful heart, not under compulsion. If you feel spiritually moved to give, do
so, but God’s gifts you receive today don’t come with a price tag. It is our honor to have you as our guest.

* What about Holy Communion?

Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays and in other special services. We believe what Jesus says
about Holy Communion: that it is His body and blood, not symbolically but actually present, given to us for the
forgiveness of sins. The Bible cautions that anyone who receives Communion without understanding this will be
receiving it to their great harm.
So, out of sincere love, we ask that those who commune at this altar are baptized Christians who, having
been instructed in the faith, regret their sins and desire to receive Christ’s real Body and Blood for
forgiveness, trusting in God’s Word as He revealed it in Scripture.
If you would like to receive a blessing instead, simply cross your arms over your chest and the pastor will gladly
bless you. If you are not sure, please speak with the pastor prior to the service. An usher will be glad to assist you.
There is non-alcoholic white wine on each tray for those who require it. Finally, those who have difficulty walking
may indicate such to an usher and Communion will be brought to you.

Members and Guests: Please help us serve you by indicating your presence today, and
any special needs, on the fellowship sheet in your bulletin & place in offering plate.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
– based on Divine Service 1: LSB 151 –

This symbol (  ) means that part of the service is found in the Lutheran Service Book hymnal.

Welcome, Announcements
 Hymn of Invocation: “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”
L
C
L
C
L
C

L

C

LSB 741

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Kyrie

LSB 152

L In peace let us pray to the Lord.

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
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L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Gloria in Excelsis

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
L Let us pray.
O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we can do no
good thing. Grant us the help of Your grace that we may please You in both will and deed;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

First Reading

L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading
L This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel
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L

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.

L

...This is the Gospel of the Lord.

 Hymn of the Day: “Fight the Good Fight”

LSB 664

Sermon
 The Nicene Creed

Back Cover of Hymnal

Offering
Prayer of the Church
The Leader will close each section: L Lord, in Your mercy,
Then please respond:
C Hear our prayer.

L Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
L Let us bless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with us all.
C Amen.

 Sending Hymn: “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”
L Go in peace; serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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LSB 918

THOSE ASSISTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY
Worship Leader: Mark Andrews
Organist: Maye Smith
Acolytes: Blaine & Sherry Cassatt
Head Ushers: Gary Krull & Ross Folmsbee
Readers: Jane Schulz & Virginia Markel
Tech Crew: Mark Binkley, John Goodnick & John Bahr
Altar Care: Erika Tuscher & Lin Matiasz

THIS WEEK AT GRACE
Statistics for the week of
September 18, 2022

TODAY – 09/25/22
9:00 am
Science and the Bible
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Flu Shot Clinic

Worship Service: 79 Attended, 25 Views
Adult Education: 15
Youth Education: 9
Education Staff: 2

MONDAY – 09/26/22
6:30 pm
Survivors’ Group

Offering: $2,253.64
Mission of the Month: $55.00
Sunday School: $12.00

NEXT SUNDAY – 10/02/22
9:00 am
Enduring Faith
10:30 am Worship (HC)
11:30 am ELF Class

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please submit new announcements
by Wednesday 12pm: office@gracenf.org.
Office Hours Sun 8:30-12:30, M/W/Th 10-2
GIVING: Options at www.gracenf.org

ALTAR FLOWERS are given today by Neil, Michele and Amanda Stenzel in loving memory
of Dolores Stenzel.
Mission of the Month: Local Lutheran education. Holy Ghost Lutheran School has begun its
179th school year, having started in 1843. It is accredited by National Lutheran Schools
Accreditation and serves nearly 150 students and their families in classes PreK 3 through 8th
grade. Your Mission of the Month donation helps them daily bring the love of God to their
community.
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New Members class: Exploring the Lutheran Faith, will be offered after worship starting October
2nd. This is for anyone who would like to become a member of this congregation and it’s a great
review for the rest of us. Everyone is invited. Please fill out the registration form in your bulletin
if you would like to attend.”
FLU SHOTS will be offered after worship today by Rite Aid. Most insurances are accepted. If you
would like to participate, please go to the chapel after worship to fill out their
form. Immunizations will be done in the Ladies Lounge.

CHOIR: The choir will practice two weeks from today, October 9, after worship. We will also
have a rehearsal on Wednesday, October 12, at 7 PM in the chapel. The next time we sing during
worship will be on October 16.

COVID at home test kits are available near the mailboxes in the chapel. Their expiration date has
been updated by the FDA. The new expiration date for these kits is 3/31/23. Please feel free to
take what you can use.

*******************
UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
SILENT FILM FEST| September 25, 2022 | 4 p.m. | First Trinity Lutheran Church, Tonawanda
Come, experience the magic of the silent movie era! Organist Benjamin Kolodziej from Dallas,
Texas, will accompany Buster Keaton's classic 1926 Civil War comedy, The General in an
authentic musical style. This feature-length film will be preceded by a short cartoon. This movie
night is free of charge and is both family friendly and intergenerational!
Questions? dwerth@firsttrinity.com (716) 276-8263
Michael Bridges and George Baum of Lost and Found, two LCMS Eastern District natives, are
returning to the area for a concert at Pioneer on the Lake in Angola, NY, to celebrate and support
the place where they began their 35-year ministry in music. Join us on Friday, September 30th at
7pm in Wendt Shelter and bring a picnic dinner, watch the sunset, enjoy the concert, and stay for
a bonfire on the beach. A free-will offering will be taken to support the ministry of Pioneer.
To book a cabin or for any questions, please call the Pioneer office at 716-383-6157
Rummage Sale: Saturday, October 1 from 9 am - 2 pm at St. John Lutheran Church,
6950 Ward Road, North Tonawanda. Fill your bag for $5.00 from 12 noon - 2 p.m.
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