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Grace Lutheran Church 
736 Cayuga Drive  
Niagara Falls, New York 14304  
www.gracenf.org Office (716) 283-1843 
Divine Service: Sunday 10:30 AM office@gracenf.org 

Our Vision: Welcoming people to grow in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace. 

For Our Guests 
Dear friend, welcome to Grace!  Make yourself at home.  Grace Lutheran Church is a family made up of regular, 
imperfect people growing in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace, rejoicing together in God’s 
restoration and forgiveness, and celebrating our new life in Christ Jesus. If you have any questions for us, please 
don’t hesitate to speak with an usher or the pastor. 

If you’re in Niagara Falls on vacation right now, thanks for coming!  We pray this worship service refreshes your 
spirit by showing you a wonder even more beautiful than the mighty Falls He made: the depth of His amazing love 
for you. 

If you live in the area, we pray you find comfort, peace and joy through the worship service today.  We would 
be delighted to worship with you again, and if you don’t have a church home and you’d like to become part of 
the Grace family, please speak with an usher or the pastor. 

* I have children, and they’re not always quiet.  Do you mind? 
We warmly welcome children to worship just like Jesus did, and we love the liveliness they bring to the service. 
If your little one’s crying is making you uncomfortable, there’s a cry room in back for your convenience. Don’t worry 
about coming and going if that’s what you need to do. We’re parents and grandparents too. We’ve been there and 
we understand! 

RESTROOMS are located in the parent’s room (back of the church) and next to the parking lot door. 

* The plate’s coming.  I have to give an offering, right? 
No! God teaches that giving comes from a joyful heart, not under compulsion. If you feel spiritually moved to give, do 
so, but God’s gifts you receive today don’t come with a price tag. It is our honor to have you as our guest. 

* What about Holy Communion? 
Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays and in other special services. We believe what Jesus says 
about Holy Communion: that it is His body and blood, not symbolically but actually present, given to us for the 
forgiveness of sins. The Bible cautions that anyone who receives Communion without understanding this will be 
receiving it to their great harm. 
So, out of sincere love, we ask that those who commune at this altar are baptized Christians who, having 
been instructed in the faith, regret their sins and desire to receive Christ’s real Body and Blood for 
forgiveness, trusting in God’s Word as He revealed it in Scripture. 
If you would like to receive a blessing instead, simply cross your arms over your chest and the pastor will gladly 
bless you. If you are not sure, please speak with the pastor prior to the service. An usher will be glad to assist you. 
There is non-alcoholic white wine on each tray for those who require it. Finally, those who have difficulty walking 
may indicate such to an usher and Communion will be brought to you. 

 

Members and Guests: Please help us serve you by indicating your presence today, and 
any special needs, on the fellowship sheet in your bulletin & place in offering plate.   
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ORDER OF WORSHIP FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
– based on Divine Service 1: LSB 151 – 

This symbol (  ) means that part of the service is found in the Lutheran Service Book hymnal. 
Welcome, Announcements 

 Hymn of Invocation: “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” LSB 650 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Hymn of Praise      Music found in LSB #155 

C REFRAIN: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Refrain 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
Refrain 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
Refrain 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope of 
Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading  

L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading   
L This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel  

 

 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 

P … This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 Hymn of the Day: “The Law of God is Good and Wise” LSB 579 

Sermon 

 The Apostles’ Creed Back Cover of Hymnal 

Prayer of the Church  
The Pastor will close each section: P Lord, in Your mercy, 
Then please respond: C Hear our prayer. 

Offering 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
If you have not communed with us before, please read “What about Holy Communion?” on page 2. 

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what 
had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the 
nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have 
manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He 
took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. 
C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C Amen. 
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 Distribution Hymn: 
“Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed” LSB 560 
“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” LSB 848 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 
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P Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. C Amen. 

 Sending Hymn: “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” LSB 698 

P Go in peace; serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THOSE ASSISTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY 
Guest Pastor: Rev. Ben Bahr 

Organist: Maye Smith 
Acolytes: Daniel Bahr & Audrey Markel 
Head Ushers: Mark Binkley & John Loss 

Communion Assistants: Jim Wolf & Mark Andrews  
Readers: Erika Tuscher & Katelyn Pantano 

Tech Crew: Mark Binkley, John Goodnick & John Bahr 
Altar Care: Erika Tuscher & Donna Hoffman 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 

 
 
TODAY – 02/05/23       
9:00 am Here We Stand! 
10:30 am Worship (HC) 
11:30 am AED Demonstration 
 
MONDAY – 02/06/23  
6:30 pm Survivors’ Group 
 
NEXT SUNDAY – 02/12/23 
9:00 am Go and Be Reconciled 
10:30 am Worship  

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please submit new announcements 

by Wednesday 12pm: office@gracenf.org. 
Office Hours: First Sunday of Month 8:30-12:30, M/W/Th 10-2 

GIVING: Options at www.gracenf.org 
 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS are placed to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Ron Schulz (passed on 
2/2/20) and Linda (Schulz) Gullo (passed on 2/12/21) by sister Barb (Schulz/Elzer) Michno and 
Jane Schulz. 

 

ATTENDANCE SHEETS found in the bulletin will assist us in making sure that all of our members 
are being cared for as needed during our vacancy.  Please fill one out EACH WEEK and place it in 
the offering plate. 

 

 

 
Statistics for the week of 

January 29, 2023 
 

Worship Service:  75 Attended, 27 Views 
Adult Education: 12 
Youth Education: 8 
Education Staff: 2 
Offering: $2,471.36 
Special Missions: $105.00 
Sunday School: $17.00 
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MISSION ENVELOPES for February are designated to support the local chapter of Young Life, a 
Christian group devoted to bringing teens to the knowledge of our loving Savior.  They sponsor 
meetings, fun activities, and camps that allow caring, Christian adults to connect with the many 
teens that attend.  A number of youth from Grace have attended Young Life activities over the 
years.  Dick Crawford is associated with this organization and would be happy to answer any 
questions you may have regarding their mission.  If you wish to support them, please use your 
mission envelope during February or donate online under "monthly mission".  Young Life's 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DINNER is scheduled for March 30 at Classics V Banquet Center.  Mark 
your calendars and watch for further details. 

TODAY after worship, Pastor Bahr has volunteered to hold a short, informal demonstration of 
how to use our AED (automated external defibrillator).  Please meet in the chapel if you are 
interested in learning how to save a life. 

TOILET TISSUE MISSION PROJECT:  We are accepting donations of TOILET TISSUE throughout 
February to benefit the clients served by Heart, Love, and Soul.  Toilet tissue cannot be 
purchased with government benefit cards, so it is one of the items that is most requested and 
appreciated by our neighbors who are struggling financially.  Please consider supporting this 
opportunity to show our love to those in need in our city in a way that helps them maintain their 
dignity. 

SPRING BOUQUETS to benefit Niagara Hospice can be ordered by signing up on the glass case. 
Cost is $10 (please make payment to Jane Schulz).  Deadline to sign up is NEXT SUNDAY (February 
12).  Bouquets will be placed on the altar on March 12 and will be available for you to take home 
after worship. 

CHOIR will practice after worship on February 19.  We will be singing at the Ash Wednesday 
service on February 22.  New members are always welcome.  Please see Ross Folmsbee or Maye 
Smith if you have questions. 

MAY TRIP: Information for our May trip to Kentucky to see the Creation Museum and the Ark 
Encounter is available at both entrances.  See Lacey Bahr (716-525-5134) if you have questions. 

 
Upcoming Adult Sunday Education schedule -  Sundays at 9 AM: 

2/12 Go and Be Reconciled 

2/19 Here We Stand! 

2/26 Go and Be Reconciled 
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Lenten Schedule 
Lent  Sunday morning worship continues as usual 

at 10:30 AM 

Wednesday, February 22nd 6:30 PM Ash Wednesday: HC* and imposition of 
ashes 

Wednesday, March 1st 
5:30 PM Simple Supper 

6:30 PM Lenten Service 

Wednesday, March 8th 
5:30 PM Simple Supper 

6:30 PM Lenten Service 

Wednesday, March 15th 
5:30 PM Simple Supper 

6:30 PM Lenten Service 

Wednesday, March 22nd 
5:30 PM Simple Supper 

6:30 PM Lenten Service 

Wednesday, March 29th 
5:30 PM Simple Supper 

6:30 PM Lenten Service 
*Simple Supper Sign-Up Sheets are on the glass case in the Chapel. 

 

2023 LENTEN SERIES: PROMISED TREASURES 
This Lenten season, we have a fresh opportunity to embrace God’s amazing love for us, His 
baptized children, in new ways. St. Paul clearly says that “faith comes from hearing” (Romans 
10:17), but the Gospel is also communicated through the physical senses of sight, smell, touch, 
and taste. Jesus mentions that a good teacher not only brings out new treasures but reminds 
people of old and rich treasures as well (see Matthew 13:52). Our Lenten series is called Promised 
Treasures. Just as Israel wandered through the wilderness under Moses for forty years, awaiting 
the Promised Land, we await heaven in the wilderness of this life. Life as exiles in the wilderness 
of this world is not easy and pain-free. In this vale of tears, we await our real home, the new 
promised land of heaven. Until we enter our eternal promised land, however, the Lord calls us to 
be His light in this dark world (see Colossians 3; Ephesians 4). This series will begin with ashes, then 
proceed to salt, water, light, bread, and finally, palms. All these beautiful Old and New Testament 
elements will remind you of God’s eternal love in Christ, fill you with renewed hope, and increase 
your joy, knowing that because we are His baptized children, God is near to us now more than 
ever. 
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