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OUR VISION 
WELCOMING PEOPLE TO GROW IN HOPE, LOVE, AND CERTAINTY THROUGH GOD’S WORD OF GRACE. 

Members, friends, and family of Grace,  

This month, words are not flowing as freely as I would like. So rather than subject you to rambling 
platitudes, I’d like to share with you a little bit from a book I’ve been reading. This passage from Echo, by 
my seminary classmate Rev. Jonathan Fisk, is quite appropriate for today. 

When we look out at the disastrous course of the world, it is only natural to find fear. In our fear, our first 
reaction is to turn our trust to politics, education, science, medicine, or any number of options that promise 

to fix the current plight. Most of these things are good parts of the created order. But when we make them our hope, we 
turn their good into evil, treating creation as if it were the Creator. No sooner does this happen then these same idols we’ve 
built begin to exhibit their weakness. They are not strong enough to create good on their own, and so they begin to break 
under the strain of our misplaced faith. When this happens, ironically, we do not blame our misplaced trust. 

Instead, we blame God. “Where is God in all this evil?” we ask, casting about for something else to sink our trust into. We 
repeat the age-old choice of Adam to believe that it is up to us to surpass the world we’ve been given, to build a better 
future, to restore paradise, to save the world. 

But more than anything else, the birth, suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus means that no matter how 
this life appears, no matter what destruction or confusion is leveled upon us now, Jesus has the entire thing fully under His 
control. No matter what you face, no matter how high or deep, no matter how humiliating or debilitating, no matter how 
dangerous, whether in pain, suffering, age, decay, moth, rust, or sickness, no matter what atrocity the world lifts against 
you, even in the event that the world destroys you, in all these things you are more than a conqueror. But it is not the kind 
of conqueror the world can see. The Christian conquers the world not by sight, but by faith alone. 

Conquering this world by sight would not be enough to save you. The great kings of history all still died. The great mystics 
of the world’s religions never escaped the curse. But the weakest Christian, the one still plagued by doubts and 
uncertainties, struggles and failures, wickedness within and threats without, is still more than a conqueror because even 
the smallest smidgeon of faith in Who Jesus Is and What Jesus Did fills the void with trust that no matter what we see 
now, that is not all that will ever be. Even the total devastation of the world by fire and carnage cannot devastate this faith 
because this faith is not in the present state of any of these things. It is in Jesus, and He has ascended beyond them all. They 
cannot touch Him now. Rather, they move according to His will, which is not that they would cease, but that all mankind 
would cease trusting them. 

Jesus is alive. He began the good work of salvation from unbelief when He whispered 
the promise of His story. He paid for it when He died on the cross. Now He has the 
authority to finish it by moving the entire cosmos, minute by minute, day by day, to 
ensure that the words about salvation reach you.  

Believe that. 

 

Echo: Unbroken Truth Worth Repeating Again, Jonathan Fisk, pg. 154-155.  
Available in print or ebook by searching “Echo” at www.cph.org. 
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Jesse Tree Kits were distributed to Grace 
Sunday School Families for use during the 
Advent season.  These daily devotions walked 
us through the Bible from Creation to Salvation, 
reminding of us God’s promises and care for His 
people. 

 

 

 

In November, the 
families and teachers of children’s Sunday 
School chose to discontinue in-person classes.  
We look forward to coming together again as 
soon as possible!  Adult classes have continued 
in-person and online on Sunday mornings and 
online only on Wednesdays.  

  
VBS 2021 

Vacation Bible School for the summer of 2021 will be done 
by distance.  Rather than planning a large, in-person event at 
this time, we are looking to amplify the “Family Outpost” 
VBS of last summer.  If you have interest in helping to plan 
activities, organize materials, or help with recording and 
posting videos, please contact one of the Christian Education 
Board Members. 

 

 

 

 

Lacey Bahr (Chair) 
716-525-5134 
laceybahr@gmail.com 

 

 

Sherry Cassatt 
716-201-5223 
singinmom55@aol.com 

 

 

Pam Dixon 
pdixon3621@gmail.com 
 

 

Brian Miller 
716-990-5571 
brianm93@icloud.com 

YOUR BOARD OF 
CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

The Board of Christian Education would 
like to encourage you in your 
preparation for Easter by providing a 
Lenten devotional for you and your 
family.  Also available is a Lenten 
calendar, geared for families with 
children but useful to adults as well! 

Find them at both entrances of the 
sanctuary or contact the church office to 
arrange to have yours delivered. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRIES 

 
 
 

FROM LUKE 10: 
He asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”.....(Jesus asked) “Which of these three do you 
think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  “The one who showed 
him mercy,” replied the expert in the law.  Then Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 
 

UPDATES 
The year 2020 brought an increase in the needs of many of our neighbors who were 
struggling with COVID related unemployment, child care issues, and illness as the year 
progressed.  Despite the challenges presented by having less in-person visits to Grace and 
the need to take precautions to avoid spreading the virus, we were able to continue with most 
of our Social Ministries projects.  And not only did the projects continue, but Grace members 
donated generously to help our community, nation, and world during this difficult time. God is 
good! 
 

CASH DONATIONS FOR SOCIAL MINISTRIES PROJECTS FOR 2020 
Young Life  (January Special Mission) $844.58 
Wings Flights of Hope  (February Special Mission) $669.57 
Food for the Poor (Penny War & March Mission) $635.26 
Lutheran Church Charities (April Special Mission) $564.12 
Camp Pioneer (May/June Special Mission) $1000 
Food Pantries: (July/August Special Mission) 
    Heart, Love & Soul 
    Community Mission 
    Salvation Army 
    Niagara Gospel Rescue Mission 

$1871.68  ($467.92 each) 

St. John Lutheran School  (Sept/Oct Mission) $1100 
Holy Ghost Lutheran School  (Sept/Oct Mission) $1100 
LCMS Disaster Response  (November Mission) $825 
Magdalene Project $200 
Summit Life Resources $200 
Niagara Gospel Rescue Mission $200 
Heart, Love & Soul $200 
Help & Hope for the Homeless, Inc. (December) $1699.63 
TOTAL CASH DONATIONS TO OUR PARTNER 
AGENCIES 

 
$11,109.84 
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IN ADDITION TO CASH DONATIONS, WE WERE ABLE TO HELP OUR LOCAL 
AGENCIES PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING TO THEIR CLIENTS: 
 Heart, Love & Soul ………………..……..Toilet tissue & toiletries 
 Summit Life Resources……………….….Baby items & toiletries 
 Harry Abate Elementary……………….…School supplies, underwear, socks 
           St. Vincent de Paul Pantry……………....Non-perishable food items 
 Community Mission………………….…...Turkeys 
 Lord’s Day Dinner………………….……..Turkeys & hams 
        Magdalene Project………………………..Turkeys, hams, & toiletries, candy 
 Niagara Gospel Rescue Mission………..Toiletries & socks 
 Lion’s Club…………………………………Eyeglasses 
 Community Trunk or Treat………….……Candy, religious gifts, Bibles 
  
WE WERE ALSO ABLE TO: 
 Offer flu shots to our members in September, and 
 Send numerous greeting cards from Grace to members and friends having 
   “over 90” birthdays, or experiencing illness, difficult challenges, or losses. 
 
 

 
SPECIAL MISSION ENVELOPES 

 
If you would like to support the following missions, please place your special mission 
envelope in the offering plate during the appropriate month, send it to the office, or donate 
online under “special mission”. 
 
FEBRUARY MISSION ENVELOPES are designated to support Young Life, an international 
youth organization with local chapters whose purpose is to bring teens to the knowledge of 
our loving Savior.  Last year they had to cancel their fundraising banquet as COVID began, 
and it is quite possible they will not be able to hold their traditional banquet this year either.  
Although they continue to be active and are utilizing social media and snail mail to seek 
support, not being able to fundraise in person has made it difficult for them.  We have several 
youth members that have participated in Young Life activities over the years.  Dick Crawford 
is active with this organization and would be happy to answer any questions you may have 
regarding their mission and local work. 
 
MARCH SPECIAL MISSION ENVELOPES have been designated to help Wings Flights of 
Hope.  Wings is a local 100% volunteer organization that is completely reliant on charitable 
donations.  They provide free air transportation to any person, any age, in need of medical 
attention at a specialized medical center.  Their pilots donate their time, planes, and all 
expenses so that this service is FREE to the patient and their family.  An air ambulance 
would normally cost in the vicinity of $20,000.  Wings provides an important service to our 
community.  Their fundraising activities over the past year have been greatly impacted by the 
pandemic, and help is needed so they can continue their mission. 
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TOILET TISSUE DONATIONS   
During the month of February we will have tables available in the chapel and narthex to 
accept donations of toilet tissue for the clients of Heart, Love, and Soul.  Since toilet tissue 
cannot be purchased with EBT benefits (food stamps), it is one of the items that is most 
requested and appreciated.  Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to show our 
love to our neighbors in a way that helps them maintain their dignity. 
 

ARE YOU LIVE-STREAMING WORSHIP? 
If you wish to participate in any of our projects and are not currently coming in person to 
worship at Grace, you can arrange a safe drop off time for your donation by calling Erin 
during office hours.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 
Trish Andrews, Lacey Bahr, Pastor Bahr (advisor), Brenda Boyd, Ken Boyd, Jane Brese, 
Blaine Cassatt, Sherry Cassatt, Wendy Coleman, Dick Crawford, Marla Crawford, Amy 
Folmsbee, Ross Folmsbee, Jane Hughes, Russ Hughes, John Loss, Jennifer Maines, 
Virginia Markel, Alice Moll, Luann Pyska, Robin Stephenson, Jane Hampton.   

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.   
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grace’s “Historical Dream Team” 

We have had our first meeting and begun work on Grace’s historical documents. 
Please notify us if you possess of any artifacts, historical records, stories, or items of 
interest from old Zion/Grace congregation. Please help us by identifying any items you 
have, contacting a team member to share what you have, and copying and/or donating 
any items you find. 

Team Members: 

Pastor emeritus, E Brese:  Convener 
Ken Boyd: Photographer 

Elaine Timm:  Historian, Copier 
Marla Crawford: Family Tracer 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2020 SOCIAL MINISTRIES 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED 

DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 



6 

 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE CONGREGATION: 
 

The Grace sanctuary looked very beautiful and festive as we celebrated Christmas this year. 
Thank you to those who were able to come and help decorate: 

 
Mark & Trisha Andrews       Ross & Amy Folmsbee 
Wendy Coleman        Jane Schulz 
Doug Goodnick        Erika Tuscher 
Ursula Zimmerman        Larry Frank 
 

Also, thank you to those who helped undecorate and put away: 
 
Ross & Amy Folmsbee       Erika Tuscher 
Doug Goodnick        John Goodnick  
Jane Schulz         Cathy Hoffman 
Robin Stephenson        Jim Wolf 
Mark Binkley         Sherry Cassatt  

Great Teamwork! 
 

 
* Ron Schulz (and Jane) would like to thank Grace members for their cards, calls, texts, and 
prayers – especially during the 3+ weeks in the hospital. Your concern was (and is) greatly 
appreciated. Home now and doing much better. God Bless! 
 
* THANK YOU - to members of Grace, friends of Grace, and the Social Ministries Board for 
your generosity in giving to the December special missions for Help and Hope For Homeless, 
Inc.  Your caring nature will benefit our mission statement of helping a homeless individual 
and /or family to become self-sufficient and to leave this current lifestyle behind for 
them.  God's blessings to all of you. – John Loss 

* DO YOU LIKE TO READ?  A new book . . . Not Always Homeless, written by John Loss, is 
available to view and to purchase. It can seen at Amazon.com.  The book portrays the 
personal stories of thirteen people who survived and escaped a life on the streets in Niagara 
Falls. One of these is a member of our church.   . . .  Not Always Homeless also examines the 
causes and consequences of homelessness in America today and suggests faith-based 
remedies. John will have books for purchase as they will come in at the end of January to him. 
This reading will be enjoyable, informative, and enlightening to you. 
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** LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 17. Although we won’t have midweek services this year until Holy 
Week, we will have Lenten devotions on YouTube. Subscribe to our channel for notifications. 
More details to be published in February. 

** CHURCH DIRECTORY IS HERE! If you are pictured in the directory and have not picked your 
copy up please contact the office to schedule a time or have it mailed to you. 

** 2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES are in the office for pick-up. If you would like them sent to 
you or put in your mailbox please contact the office. Also, if you participate solely in online 
giving and no longer need physical envelopes let the office know. 

** ALTAR FLOWER CHART for 2021 is hanging in the narthex. You many sign up for an 
available date listed on the chart or you can call the church to request a date and/or see what 
is available. The cost for a single centerpiece is $45 or you may choose two vases for $56. 

** ATTENTION CHOIR MEMBERS: As much as we miss getting together, choir rehearsals are 
on hold for now. We are monitoring the COVID situation and we look forward to being back 
together as soon as we are able to do so. In the meantime, if you are interested in singing a 
solo or duet, please let Maye know. She is willing to arrange practice times as needed. There 
may be some restrictions on song selections related to copyright restrictions associated with 
posting our services on YouTube. However, Pastor Bahr will be able to help us figure out what 
is allowed through public domain rules and licenses that Grace currently holds. So step up to 
the microphone if you are so inclined! 

** PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL:  If you are not currently receiving email messages from 
Grace and would like to, please contact the office with your current email and you will be 
added to the list.  Also, be sure to keep your email up to date with the office if you make a 
change. 
NO EMAIL?  If you do not have or do not use email regularly, please let the office know.  We 
are in the process of compiling a list of members that do not have or use email access so that 
we can keep you up to date when time-sensitive or urgent notices are sent out electronically. 

** HOSPITAL VISITATIONS: At this time due to COVID there are no hospital visitations being 
allowed. However, phone visitations and check-ins are encouraged and welcomed. Please let 
Pastor know how best to contact you. 

  

Grace  
Current News and Announcements 
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                                           February 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

   10:00A CE: Beyond the               
                Surface 

   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
9:00A   Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship (HC) 
12:15P ELF Class 
 
 

  10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

   

14   Valen ne’s Day 15  Presidents’ Day 16 17  Ash Wednesday 18 19 20 
9:00A   Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship 
12:00P ELF Class 
 

  10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

 

  9:00A Red Cross Blood 
           Drive (un l 1pm) 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
9:00A   Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship (HC) 
 
 

  10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

 

   

28     Head Ushers: Altar Care: 
9:00A   Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship 
 
 

    Mark Binkley 
John Loss 

Erika Tuscher 
Lin Ma asz 

Office Phone: 716-283-1843 
Office Administrator: Erin Anthony – office@gracenf.org  
Church Office Hours: Sunday 8:30 AM-12:30 PM; M/TH/F 10 AM-2 PM 

Grace Lutheran Church 

CE: Chris an Educa on 
ELF: “Exploring the Lutheran Faith” Class 
HC: Holy Communion 
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                                          March 2021 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

   10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

 

 

   

7 8 
 

9 10 11 12 13 
9:00A Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship (HC) 
 

  10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

 

   

14 Daylight Savings 15 16 17 18 19 20 
9:00A Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship  
 
 

  10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

 

 Gleanings Deadline  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
9:00A Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship (HC) 
 

  10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

 

   

28 Palm Sunday 29 30 31  Head Ushers: Altar Care: 
9:00A Sunday CE - Acts 
10:30A Worship  
 

  10:00A CE: Beyond the 
Surface 

 

 Neil Stenzel 
Randy Broeker 

Ursula Zimmerman 

Office Phone: 716-283-1843 
Office Administrator: Erin Anthony – office@gracenf.org  
Church Office Hours: Sunday 8:30 AM-12:30 PM; M/TH/F 10 AM-2 PM 

Grace Lutheran Church 

CE: Chris an Educa on - Acts 
ELF: “Exploring the Lutheran Faith” Class 
HC: Holy Communion 
 



 
 

Current Christian Education Opportunities 
 

It’s time to make the study of God’s Word part of your regular spiritual habit. 
And what better time than right now? 

 
Sunday morning Christian Education group is on the book of Acts. 
You’ll discover the answers to questions like: 
How was the Christian church born? 
What did Theudas and Judas (the Galilean) have in common, besides rhyming names? 
Who was the greatest enemy of the early church? 
Which disciples were mistaken for Zeus and Hermes? 
Why should you never (ever!) (ever!!) get into a boat with St. Paul? 
What happens when the Sunday morning sermon goes until after midnight?  
(Hint: it involves pallbearers!) 
 
And you’ll also find out about... 
The amazing amazed magician 
The lame walker 
The holy handkerchiefs and astonishing aprons 
The vicious viper vexed, vis-à-vis vanishing venom 
 
 
Make your plans now to join us Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM, for ACTS. Available live in 
person or by Zoom. Contact our office for a study guide – emailed or printed copies 
available. 
 
Wednesday “BEYOND THE SURFACE” BIBLE STUDY continues at 10:00 every week via 
Zoom. In this study, using context, theology, and history, you'll be able to experience the 
next Sunday’s readings in a way that goes far beyond a single read-through on Sunday 
morning. Appropriate for all levels - beginner through advanced. No prior experience 
necessary! 
You can find copies of the bulletin with the verses printed out on the ledge outside the 
church office or you can call the office to find our the upcoming verses. 
 
There are two ways to join both classes: 
1. Using Zoom on your computer or other electronic device: enter Meeting ID 716 283 
1843 and passcode 736Cayuga. 
2. Using your phone, call 929-205-6099 and enter Meeting ID 716 283 1843 and  
passcode 418404. 
 
For phone callers – press *6 to mute/unmute. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† - denotes GLC Member 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GRACE will continue to offer Sunday’s weekly service online through our 
YouTube channel.  Using this link or QR code, you may view the service live on 
Sundays starting at 10:20 AM or participate in any previous service anytime. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG2QrtXHQGArfdr6KTOrQvg  

Official Acts 
 

As of 12/01/2020 

Deaths: 

Patrick “Pat” Pyska  called on 12/12/2020 Service: 12/18/2020 at Grace Lutheran 

†Judith “Judy” Pero  called on 12/24/2020 Service: 12/29/2020 at Lane Funeral  

†Barbara Burns   called on 12/27/2020   

†Mar ne Wingert   called on 01/11/2021   

†Bill Henwood   called on 01/14/2021 Service: 01/16/2021 at Rhoney Funeral  

Removed by Transfer: 

Jacquie Henwood           01/15/2021
  

  

Weddings: 

Eric Raine & Brielle Anderson        01/02/2021
   

  

TIM ZIMMERMAN & 
THE KING’S BRASS 

will be back with us this year, 
COVID permitting! Save the date: 
Tuesday, June 15, 2021; invite your 
friends and watch for more 
information on this incredible 
musical entertainment event you 
won’t want to miss. 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRACE LADIES 

Next Meeting: 
TBD 

 

 

EDUCATION  

Acts 
Sundays @ 9:00A 

In-Person and Zoom 

Beyond the Surface 
Wednesdays @ 10:00A 

Zoom Only 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRIES 

Next Meeting: 
TBD 

*New members are always 
welcome.  We meet five 

times each year for about 
an hour.  

Grace Lutheran Church 
736 Cayuga Drive 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-3498 
 
Electronic Service Requested 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Divine Service: 
Sundays @ 10:30A 

*Holy Communion on the 
first and third Sundays 
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