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September 2022 

OUR VISION 
WELCOMING PEOPLE TO GROW IN HOPE, LOVE, AND CERTAINTY THROUGH GOD’S WORD OF GRACE. 

A church is much more than just its buildings, and Grace Lutheran 
Church is dedicated to sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ both 
here in our community and beyond. While our ministry is by far our 
largest outreach, we are also dedicated to lively worship, Christian 
education for youth and adults, social outreach, music ministry, and 

helping people build strong and lasting friendships by providing fellowship 
opportunities for the whole family. 

As the Grace “Dream Team” prepares the celebration of the history of our 
church for September 11th at 9:00am, a historical account of how we got 
here, you the member of Grace play an important part.  Your involvement in 
the life at Grace will be part of the history for the next celebration.  As a 
member become active on one of the many volunteer committees, teach 
Sunday School, join the women’s club, sing in the choir, and put your mark 
on the next 25 years!    

Come join the congregation as Pastor Brese presents our past and preaches 
for Sunday Worship. 

There is no better way to prepare for Sunday morning than attending the 
Grace Bible Study, beginning Sunday September 18. No experience 
necessary as we take a first look at the appointed lessons. Often our Bible 
Study directs the sermon and what is shared on Sunday morning. Everyone 
is welcome to learn more about our God – Jesus Christ. 

Sincerely, 

Dick Crawford 
Council President 
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On the evenings of Monday, July 25-Friday, 
July 29 Grace Lutheran church welcomed 22 
children to the Summer Bible Adventure 
program, and spent the week teaching them 
that they are treasured by God.  Children 
were members of our Sunday Education 
program, their friends, and some children 
from the neighborhood. 

Our explorers met Dr. Diggingstone (Dick 
Crawford), a treasure hunter who was looking for gold, gems, and more.  But through 
his encounters with the kids, he learned that HE is the treasure – priceless to God.  
Through David (played by Mark Andrews) and Esther (Brittany Hoffman) children 
learned the Biblical truths that God knows them inside and out, and so he calls us to 
greater things than we think possible! 

Over two dozen people worked to make this program a success for the kingdom of 
God.  Through the efforts of crew guides, set 
builders, snack makers, story tellers, game leaders, 
registration staff, a/v staff, security, and a number 
of behind-the scenes people children grew in their 
understanding of who God is.  Numerous 
conversations were had in homes and children 
talked with their parents about their evening 
activities, and a couple of children asked about 
being baptized.  

Praise God for raising up workers for His kingdom, and for working faith in these 
children! 
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The Board of Christian Education is working to organize a 
church-wide trip to Kentucky for the second or third 
week of  

May 2023 
 

If you are interested in participating, please watch for 
the sign-up sheet in October, or email the office today! 
office@gracenf.org  
 
Learn more about these amazing museums at: 
 CreationMuseum.org 
 ArkEncounter.com 

 
 
 

***************************************** 
 
 

Mission of the Month: 
During the months of September and 
October, Grace is supporting our local 
Lutheran Schools, Holy Ghost and St. John.  
Both provide a Christ-centered, high-

quality education.  Principals Kevin Gundell of Holy Ghost and 
Katie Gundell of St. John will be visiting Grace on Sunday, October 9th to help you get to 
know them better. 
 

UPCOMING DATES: 
 
Rally Day: September 11th, beginning at 9 am. Return from a summer of dispersion to 
gather once again in worship, fellowship, and exploration. A multi-media presentation 
by Grace’s Historical Committee, is followed by a related worship experience.  Bring a 
dish to pass for the potluck following. 
 
September 18th is National Youth Sunday.  Youth from around the circuit will be 
gathering together for games, fellowship and Bible study.  On this day, please pray for 
God’s powerful spirit to work in the lives of our teens. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRIES 
YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE—UPDATES: 

 

STOCK THE SHOPPE:  Thank you for your generous donations of baby items to our spring 
project to support Summit Life Outreach Center on Pine Avenue in Niagara Falls.  Summit 
offers counseling and parenting educational services to young women in our city experiencing 
the challenges often experienced with unplanned pregnancies.  Clients of Summit are able to 
choose baby clothes, toiletries, and other supplies from the Parenting Shoppe each time they 
visit Summit.  Thank you to Wendy Coleman for applying for Thrivent Action funds, Wendy & 
Jane Schulz for organizing this project, and to Alice Moll for delivering your gifts. 

BABY BOTTLE BANKS:  We received total donations of $475.07 in the baby bottle banks that 
were available in the spring to support Summit Life Outreach Center.  Thank you for your 
generosity in supporting this agency.  And thank you to Alice Moll for counting the change 
received, as well as delivering the donation to Summit. 

MAY MONTHLY MISSSION:  With your donations to Pioneer on the Lake Christian Camp & 
Retreat Center, we were able to send $850 from Grace to help them as they update the camp 
grounds and buildings and begin a new ministry in Christ.  The much needed tools and 
equipment you donated were delivered by Pastor Bahr, Jane Schulz, and Wendy Coleman at 
the beginning of summer. 

JUNE MONTHLY MISSION supported Food for the Poor.  This Christian ministry serves some 
of the poorest people in our world, providing basic life needs as they reflect God’s love.  Our 
donation totaled $850!  Every donation of $6 will feed one child for one full month—that’s 
over 140 children that will assisted! 

JULY MONTHLY MISSION donations supported the Lutheran Heritage Foundation.  Our 
donation of $550 will be used to place educational and devotional materials into the hands of 
our brothers and sisters in Christ in various countries throughout the world where access to 
Christian teachings is being threatened. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES, SOCKS, AND UNDERWEAR:  As this is being written at the end of August, 
our tables are filling up with supplies for our inner-city children.  Be assured that each one of 
your gifts will find a home with a child in our city who is in need.  Plans are in place for the 
delivery of your gifts at the beginning of September.  Thank you to Jane Schulz (and Marla 
Crawford) for applying for a Thrivent Action funds to help with this mission. 
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REMINDERS FROM THE COAT ROOM 

EYEGLASSES & HEARING AIDS that you no longer need can be donated to give the gift of sight 
or hearing.  There is a donation box located on the shelves in the coat room.  Ross Folmsbee 
passes them on to the Lion’s Club, which delivers them throughout the world to individuals 
that otherwise could not afford them.  Time to clean out your junk drawers and help 
someone in need! 

 

SAMPLE-SIZED TOILETRIES that you receive in the mail or from hotels can be placed in the 
donation box on the shelves in the coat room.  Lighthouse Women and Children uses these 
items in their outreach to women who are working toward escaping life on the streets of 
Niagara Falls. 

 

5 X 7 PICTURE FRAMES can be placed in the coat room donation box.  Alice Moll places 
inspirational pictures in them and donates them to agencies such as the Gospel Rescue 
Mission in Niagara Falls.  They are used to make their rooms more inviting and warm for their 
clients. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

We send cards to encourage and comfort members or friends of the congregation that are ill, 
grieving, or facing other challenges in their lives.  We also send birthday greetings to our 
“over 90 club” members and our homebound.  If you know of someone who would benefit 
from a card, please let Trish Andrews or the church office know. 

 

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED? 

According to our constitution, the Board of Social Ministries “…shall discover the needs of the 
individual in the congregation, in the community, and in the world, of the aged, of the sick, 
and of the poor.  It shall bring such needs to the attention of the congregation.”  Our next 
meeting is scheduled for SEPTEMBER 18th after worship.   We meet five times each year.  
Meetings last about an hour and include a light lunch (sandwiches are on the menu for 
September).  New members and new ideas are always welcome—no reservations needed! 
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** CHOIR ANNOUNCEMENT:  Choir practice will be held on Wednesday, September 14, at 7 
PM in the chapel.  We will be singing the following Sunday, September 18, during 
worship.  Tentatively, we plan to have a Sunday and a Wednesday rehearsal each month and 
sing approximately one time per month.  We will discuss scheduling on September 14.  All 
past and present members are welcome, and new members would be very much 
appreciated.  If you have questions, please talk to Ross Folmsbee or Maye Smith. 

** IT’S NOT TOO LATE: ALTAR FLOWER CHART for 2022 is hanging in the narthex. You many 
sign up for a remaining available date listed on the chart or you can call the church to request 
a date and/or see what is available. The cost for a single centerpiece is $47 or you may 
choose two vases for $60. 

********************************** 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace  
Current News and Announcements 

Official Acts 
 

As of 08/23/2022 

Deaths: 

†Clifford Bush   called on 06/30/2022 

†Dorothy Snider   called on 07/22/2022 Service: 08/06/2022 at Grace Lutheran  

Confirmed: 

John Bahr     06/05/2022  

Autumn Norton   06/05/2022 

Stewert Smith   06/05/2022  

  

Baptisms: 

Joshua Kaczor          06/20/2021  

Nicholas Kaczor   06/20/2021  

Tommaso Pucinischi, Jr.  07/03/2022 
  

† - denotes GLC Member 

Weddings: 

Yvonne Gurnée & Rev. Jeffrey Thormodson    06/19/2022 at Grace Lutheran  



 
 

                                        September 2022 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Head Ushers: Altar Care:   1 2 3 

Gary Krull 
Ross Folmsbee  

Erika Tuscher 
Lin Ma asz 

     

4 5   LABOR DAY 6 7 8 9 10 
10:30A Worship (HC) 
 
 

 
 
6:30P Survivors’ 
           Group   

     

11   RALLY DAY 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9:00A   115th Anniv. 

Celebra on 
10:30A Worship 
11:30A Rally Picnic 
 

GLEANINGS  
DEADLINE 

6:30P Survivors’ 
           Group   

 

  
 
 
7:00P Choir Rehearsal  

   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9:00A   Sunday CE 
10:30A Worship (HC) 
11:30A Soc. Min. Mtg. 
 

 
 
6:30P Survivors’ 
           Group   

 
 
6:30P Grace Ladies  

Mee ng 

    

25 26 27 28 29 30  
9:00A   Sunday CE 
10:30A Worship 
11:30A Flu Shot Clinic 
 
 

 
 
6:30P Survivors’ 
           Group   

     

Office Phone: 716-283-1843 
Office Administrator: Erin Anthony – office@gracenf.org  
September Church Office Hours: Sunday 8:30 AM-12:30 PM; M/W/TH 10 AM-2 PM 

Grace Lutheran Church 

CE: Chris an Educa on 
HC: Holy Communion 
 



 
 

- A Letter from the Grace Ladies - 
 

Welcome to a new year of Grace Ladies meetings, activities, field trips, and 
special projects. 
 
If you are a lady at Grace, you are welcome at any or all Grace Ladies events. 
 
Our officers this year are: 
 President – Alice Moll 
 Vice President – Dorothy Kew 
 Treasurer – Ursula Zimmerman 
 Secretary – Melinda Matiasz 

 
Our September meeting will be Tuesday, the 20th at 6:30 PM and our hostess 
will be Alice Moll. She will be leading us in some chair exercises. We will also 
be discussing replacing the window blinds in the Ladies Lounge, Chapel, and 
offices. 
 
Our October meeting will be Tuesday, the 18th at 6:30 PM and the hostesses 
will be Erika Tuscher and Ursula Zimmerman. Our activity will be a fall craft 
with Katelyn. 
 
We thank all the Grace Ladies who helped set up, serve the Como catered 
meal, being desserts, and clean up for the funeral of our long-time and very 
loved member, Dorothy Snider. Her smile, laugh, and friendliness will be 
greatly missed. 
Following on the next page is a picture of the last field trip Dorothy Snider and 
Marnie Mahowish (Gerry Miller’s granddaughter) went on with us. We met in 
downtown Niagara Falls where we boarded the Discovery bus and rode it to 
Center Street in Lewiston. We enjoyed lunch at Apple Granny’s. Following, 
Dorothy’s good friend, Ron Schulz, drove down to pick her and a couple of 
other ladies up to drive them down the hill (the rest of us walked) to meet up 
at the Silo for ice cream. 
 
We hope to have more ladies of Grace join us. Please come when you can and 
all are welcome. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured in front of Apple Granny’s are: Front (L to R) – Doreen Herbst, Gerry Miller, Erika 
Tuscher, Dorothy Snider and Joyce Learned: Back (L to R) – Barbara Dockstader, Luann 
Pyska, Alice Moll, Dorothy Kew, Sue Loss, Marnie Mahowish and Jane Schulz 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRACE LADIES 

Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, Sept. 20th 

@6:30 PM 
 

 

EDUCATION  

Science and the Bible  
Sundays @ 9:00A 

In-Person                     
Kick-Off 9/11 

Beyond the Surface 
Wednesdays @ 10:00A 

Starting 10/5 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRIES 

Next Meeting: 
Sunday, Sept. 18th  

@ 11:30 AM 
*New members are always 

welcome.  We meet five 
times each year for about 

an hour.  

Grace Lutheran Church 
736 Cayuga Drive 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-3498 
 
Electronic Service Requested 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Divine Service: 
Sundays @ 10:30A 

*Holy Communion on the 
first, third and fifth Sundays 
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