Grace Lutheran Church

736 Cayuga Drive

Niagara Falls, New York 14304

www.gracenf.org Office (716) 283-1843
Divine Service: Sunday 10:30 AM office@gracenf.org

Our Vision: Welcoming people to grow in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace.

Fore Oure faa@&‘@

Dear friend, welcome to Grace! Make yourself at home. Grace Lutheran Church is a family made up of regular,
imperfect people growing in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace, rejoicing together in God’s
restoration and forgiveness, and celebrating our new life in Christ Jesus. If you have any questions for us, please
don’t hesitate to speak with an usher or the pastor.

If you're in Niagara Falls on vacation right now, thanks for coming! We pray this worship service refreshes your
spirit by showing you a wonder even more beautiful than the mighty Falls He made: the depth of His amazing love
for you.

If you live in the area, we pray you find comfort, peace and joy through the worship service today. We would
be delighted to worship with you again, and if you don’t have a church home and youd like to become part of
the Grace family, please speak with an usher or the pastor.

RESTROOMS are located in the parent’s room (back of the church) and next to the parking lot door.

* [ have children, and they’re not always quiet. Do you mind?

We warmly welcome children to worship just like Jesus did, and we love the liveliness they bring to the service.
If your little one’s crying is making you uncomfortable, there’s a cry room in back for your convenience. Don’t worry
about coming and going if that's what you need to do. We're parents and grandparents too. We've been there and
we understand!

* The plate’s coming. Do I have to give an offering?

Members of Grace have the privilege and responsibility of stewarding the mission of our congregation through
generous giving. God teaches that giving comes from a joyful heart, not under compulsion. If you are visiting today,
you are not expected to participate in the offering; please direct your gift to your home congregation.

* What about Holy Communion?

Communion is celebrated on the 1%, 3™, and 5™ Sundays and in other special services. We believe what Jesus says
about Holy Communion: that it is His body and blood, not symbolically but actually present, given to us for the
forgiveness of sins. The Bible cautions that anyone who receives Communion without this understanding will be
receiving it to their great harm.

For this reason, out of sincere love, we ask that those who commune at this altar are baptized Christians
who, having been instructed in the faith, regret their sins and desire to receive Christ’s real Body and Blood
for forgiveness, trusting in God’s Word as He revealed it in Scripture. If you are not a member of a Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod congregation, please speak with the pastor before you commune.

If you are not communing today, you are welcome to come forward for a pastoral blessing. Simply cross your arms
over your chest at the rail. There is non-alcoholic white wine on each tray for those who require it. Finally, those
who have difficulty walking may indicate such to an usher and Communion will be brought to you.

In the timeless tradition of the Christian church, the Common Cup is offered to all. If you desire to commune using
the common cup, raise your hand as the individual cups approach, then assist the Elder by holding the chalice at its
base and guiding it as you receive.

Members and Guests: Please help us serve you by indicating your presence today, and
any special needs, on the fellowship sheet in your bulletin & place in offering plate.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP NOVEMBER 16, 2025

- based on Divine Service 1: LSB 151 -

This symbol (EJ ) means that part of the service is found in the Lutheran Service Book hymnal.
Welcome, Announcements

Hymn of Invocation: “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” LSB 791

(P) In the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Kyrie LSB 152
P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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@ Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Hymn of Praise Music found in LSB #155

REFRAIN: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious
promises to those who trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may live and abide forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Old Testament Reading
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5
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These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
Blesséd are those whose strength is | in you,*

in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.
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Epistle Reading

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel
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(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
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Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.
(P) ...Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.
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Hymn of the Day: “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” LSB 919
Sermon
The Nicene Creed Back Cover of Hymnal
Prayer of the Church
The Pastor will close each section: [P} Lord, in Your mercy,
Then please respond: Hear our prayer.
Offering LSB 955
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sown, That we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
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The Sacrament of 7—/0@ Communion

If you have not communed with us before, please read “What about Holy Communion?” on page 2.

(P) The Lord be with you. And also with you.
(P) Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who,
having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our
sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling
Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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(P) Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He
took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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Distribution Hymn:
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
“If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”

LSB 809
LSB 750



Thank the Lord LSB 164
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[P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Benediction
(P) Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace. Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB 783
(P) Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!



THOSE ASSISTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY
Pastor: Rev. Ben Bahr
Organist: Maye Smith
Acolytes: Emma & Zak Fees
Head Ushers: Ross Folmsbee & John Loss
Communion Assistants: Neil Stenzel & Gary Krull
Reader: Wendy Coleman
Tech Crew: Mark Binkley, John Goodnick & John Bahr
Altar Care: Alice Moll & Luann Pyska




THIS WEEK AT GRACE

TODAY - 11/16/25 Statistics for the week of
9:00 am  Christian Education November 9, 2025

10:30 am  Worship (HC)

Worship Service: 62 Attended, 20 Views
MONDAY -11/17/25 Adult Education: 14

6:30 pm  Survivors’ Group Youth Education: 11

Education Staff: 5
TUESDAY —-11/18/25

6:00 pm Grace Ladies Meeting Offering: $1,738.84

Mission of the Month: $63.00
Sunday School: $4.00

NEXT SUNDAY —11/23/25
9:00 am  Christian Education

10:30 am  Worship * Weekly budget needs $4,206
ANNOUNCEMENTS \
Please submit new announcements ~?
by Wednesday 12pm: office@gracenf.org. ‘1

November Office Hours: First Sunday of Month 8:30-12:30, W 9-4
GIVING: Options at www.gracenf.org

CHURCH OFFICE will only be open Wednesday from 9am-4pm for the next two weeks. If there is
an emergency outside that time please contact either Dick Crawford or Mark Andrews.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS are Malachi 3:13-18, Colossians 1:13-20, and Luke 23:27-43.

ELECTIONS for the church council will be held after service today. Positions up for election are
President, Secretary, Financial Secretary and Trustee. If you have the desire to serve on the church
council please speak to any member of the council, an elder or Pastor Bahr. Contacts are in the
bulletin. Nominations will also be taken from the floor on the 16th.

GRACE LADIES next meeting is this Tuesday, November 18 beginning at 6PM. It is our annual
Wine N’ Cheese and Show N’ Tell event. In celebration of our country’s 250" birthday, we
suggest your show n’ tell be something OLD!! Try to wear or bring old clothing, old jewelry, or an
old item to share. All Grace ladies and friends are welcome.
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NEXT SUNDAY will make our first turkey and ham delivery to the local charities we partner with
to help them provide free Thanksgiving meals for those in need in Niagara Falls. We will continue
to accept donations until December 21, when we will make a second delivery to help with
Christmas dinners. If you need help carrying your donation to the downstairs freezer, please ask
an usher for assistance.

ALSO, NEXT SUNDAY will be the last Sunday to donate to our HARVEST FOOD COLLECTION. Your
gifts will be delivered to St. Vincent de Paul food pantry on 11/29. Requests for assistance have
risen quickly as the government shut-down affected programs that assist people in need. All
non-perishable foods are appreciated. Thank you for helping your neighbors.

NOVEMBER MISSION ENVELOPES will benefit Niagara Falls Meals on Wheels. They are a non-
profit group located in Niagara Falls that provides nutritious meals to our city's residents who
cannot shop for or cook their own meals. They DO NOT receive any government funding for the
services they provide. Because of this, they are able to serve people who do not qualify for other
programs and might otherwise slip through the cracks. If you would like to support Meals on
Wheels, use your mission envelope during November or give online by choosing "monthly
mission".

CHRISTMAS CHILD: Potter's Field ministers to children and teens in our city that come from
families where parents are not able or not willing to care for them and are often absent in their
lives. If you would like to "adopt" one of these children for Christmas and purchase gifts for
them, please let Virginia Markel know before Thanksgiving. She will provide you with an
individualized wish list for one of their children. You can purchase some or all of the items on
their list (and more if desired), and return the wrapped gifts to Virginia. She will see that your
purchases are returned to Potter's Field in time for their Christmas party.

ADVENT SIMPLE SUPPERS: There is a sign-up sheet available on the glass case for volunteers
that would like to provide food for Simple Suppers during Lent. Advent begins two weeks from
today, and suppers will be held on 12/3, 12/10, and 12/17 if we have enough volunteers.
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Old Testament Reading: Malachi 4:1-6

"“For behold, the day is coming, burning
like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is
coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lorn
of hosts, so that it will leave them neither
root nor branch. *But for you whn fear my
name, the sun of righteousness shall rise
with healing in its wings. You shall go out
leaping like calves from the stall. *And you
shall tread down the wicked, for they will be
ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day
when I act, says the Loro of hosts.

“Remember the law of my servant Moses,
the statutes and rules that | commanded him
at Horeb for all Israel.

*Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the great and awesome day
of the Lero comes. *And he will turn the
hearts ot tathers to their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers, lest 1
come and strike the land with a decree of
utter destruction,”

Epistle: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

‘“Now we command you, brothers, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep
away from any brother who is walking in
idleness and not in accord with the tradition
that you received from us. ‘For you your-
selves know how you ought to imitate us,
because we were not idle when we were with
you, *nor did we eal anyone’s bread withoul
paying for it, but with toil and labor we
worked night and day, that we might not be
a burden to any of you. °Tt was not hecause
we do not have that right, but to give you
in ourselves an example to imitate. “For
even when we were with you, we would give
you this command: If anyone is not willing
to wark, let him not eat. Y'"For we hear that
some among you walk in idleness, not busy
at work, but busybodies. "*Now such persons
we command and encourage in the Lord
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to
earn their own living.

As for vou, brothers, do not grow weary
in doing good.

Holy Gospel: Luke 21;5-28

‘While some were speaking of the temple,
how it was adomed with noble stones and
offerings, [Jesus] said, *“As for these things
that you see, the days will come when there
will not be left here one stone upon another
that will not be thrown down.” "And they
asked him, “Teacher, when will these things
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be, and what will be the sign when these
things are about to take place?” fAnd he said,
“See that you are not led astray. For many
will come in my name, saying, 'l am he!” and,
‘The time is at hand! Do not go after them.
*And when you hear of wars and tumults, do
not be terrified, for these things must first
take place, but the end will not be at once.”

"Then he said to them, "Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdem against king-
dom. Y"There will be great earthquakes, and
in various places famines and pestilences.
And there will be terrors and great signs from
heaven. But before all this they will lay their
hands on you and persecute you, deliver-
ing you up to the synagogues and prisons,
and you will be breught before Kings and
governors for my name's sake. “This will be
your opportunity to bear witness., MSettle
it therefore in your minds not to meditate
heforehand how to answer, "for 1 will give
you a mouth and wisdom, which none of
your adversaries will be able to withstand
or contradict. "You will be delivered up
even by parents and brothers and relatives
and friends, and some of you they will put
lo death. "You will be hated by all for my
name's sake. '""But not a hair of your head
will perish. ¥By your endurance you will gain
your lives.

2But when vou see Jerusalem surrounded
by armies, then know that its desolation has
come near. 2'Then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains, and let those who are
inside the city depart, and let not those who
are oul in the counlry enler il, *for these are
days of vengecance, to fulfill all that is writ-
ten. #Alas for women whc are pregnant and
for those who are nursing infants in those
days! For there will be great distress upon the
earth and wrath against this people. #*They
will fall by the edge of the sword and be led
captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will
be trampled underfoot by the Genrtiles, until
Lthe times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

EAnd there will be signs in sun and moon
and stars, and on the earth distress of nations
in perplexity because of the roaring of the
sea and the waves, **people fainting with
fear and with foreboding of what is coming
on the world. For the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. *And then they will see the
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory. **Now when these things
begin to take place, straighten up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”
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