Grace Lutheran Church

736 Cayuga Drive

Niagara Falls, New York 14304

www.gracenf.org Office (716) 283-1843
Divine Service: Sunday 10:30 AM office@gracenf.org

Our Vision: Welcoming people to grow in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace.
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Dear friend, welcome to Grace! Make yourself at home. Grace Lutheran Church is a family made up of regular,
imperfect people growing in hope, love, and certainty through God’s Word of grace, rejoicing together in God’s
restoration and forgiveness, and celebrating our new life in Christ Jesus. If you have any questions for us, please
don’t hesitate to speak with an usher or the pastor.

If you're in Niagara Falls on vacation right now, thanks for coming! We pray this worship service refreshes your
spirit by showing you a wonder even more beautiful than the mighty Falls He made: the depth of His amazing love
for you.

If you live in the area, we pray you find comfort, peace and joy through the worship service today. We would
be delighted to worship with you again, and if you don’t have a church home and youd like to become part of
the Grace family, please speak with an usher or the pastor.

RESTROOMS are located in the parent’s room (back of the church) and next to the parking lot door.

* [ have children, and they’re not always quiet. Do you mind?

We warmly welcome children to worship just like Jesus did, and we love the liveliness they bring to the service.
If your little one’s crying is making you uncomfortable, there’s a cry room in back for your convenience. Don’t worry
about coming and going if that's what you need to do. We're parents and grandparents too. We've been there and
we understand!

* The plate’s coming. Do I have to give an offering?

Members of Grace have the privilege and responsibility of stewarding the mission of our congregation through
generous giving. God teaches that giving comes from a joyful heart, not under compulsion. If you are visiting today,
you are not expected to participate in the offering; please direct your gift to your home congregation.

* What about Holy Communion?

Communion is celebrated on the 1%, 3™, and 5™ Sundays and in other special services. We believe what Jesus says
about Holy Communion: that it is His body and blood, not symbolically but actually present, given to us for the
forgiveness of sins. The Bible cautions that anyone who receives Communion without this understanding will be
receiving it to their great harm.

For this reason, out of sincere love, we ask that those who commune at this altar are baptized Christians
who, having been instructed in the faith, regret their sins and desire to receive Christ’s real Body and Blood
for forgiveness, trusting in God’s Word as He revealed it in Scripture. If you are not a member of a Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod congregation, please speak with the pastor before you commune.

If you are not communing today, you are welcome to come forward for a pastoral blessing. Simply cross your arms
over your chest at the rail. There is non-alcoholic white wine on each tray for those who require it. Finally, those
who have difficulty walking may indicate such to an usher and Communion will be brought to you.

In the timeless tradition of the Christian church, the Common Cup is offered to all. If you desire to commune using
the common cup, raise your hand as the individual cups approach, then assist the Elder by holding the chalice at its
base and guiding it as you receive.

Members and Guests: Please help us serve you by indicating your presence today, and
any special needs, on the fellowship sheet in your bulletin & place in offering plate.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR MARCH 8, 2026

- based on Divine Service 1: LSB 151 -
This symbol ([ ) means that part of the service is found in the Lutheran Service Book hymnal.

Welcome, Announcements

Hymn of Invocation: “We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died” LSB 429
(P) In the name of the Father and of the "I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P) In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good
work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.
Kyrie LSB 152

P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from
Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and
hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

0ld Testament Reading
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hebrews 12:2
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[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Epistle Reading
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

(P) ...This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Hymn of the Day: “What Wondrous Love Is This” LSB 543
Sermon
The Apostles’ Creed Back Cover of Hymnal
Prayer of the Church
The Pastor will close each section: [P) Lord, in Your mercy,
Then please respond: Hear our prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Offering



Benediction
(P) Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(P) The grace of our Lord I~ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”

[P) Go in peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

LSB 423

THOSE ASSISTING OUR WORSHIP TODAY

Pastor: Rev. Ben Bahr
Organist: Maye Smith
Acolytes: Michael Bahr & Virginia Markel
Head Ushers: Neil Stenzel & Randy Broeker
Readers: Jane Schulz & Cathy Hoffman
Tech Crew: Mark Binkley, John Goodnick & John Bahr
Altar Care: Ursula Zimmerman

THIS WEEK AT GRACE

TODAY -03/08/26

9:00 am Christian Education
10:30am  Worship
11:30am  Social Ministries Meeting

MONDAY -03/09/26
6:30 pm Survivors’ Group

WEDNESDAY -03/11/26
5:30 pm Simple Supper
6:30 pm Lenten Service

NEXT SUNDAY - 03/15/26
9:00 am Christian Education
10:30am  Worship (HC)

Statistics for the week of
March 1, 2026

Worship Service: 81 Attended, 22 Views
Adult Education: 19

Youth Education: 11

Education Staff: 5

Offering: $4,645.84
Mission of the Month: $135.00
Sunday School: $8.00

* Weekly budget needs $4,206




ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please submit new announcements
by Wednesday 12pm: office@gracenf.org.
Office Hours: First Sunday of Month 8:30-12:30, M/W/Th 10-2
GIVING: Options at www.gracenf.org

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS are Isaiah 42:14-21, Ephesians 5:8-14, and John 9:1-41.

LAST CHANCE: Today is the DEADLINE to sign up for the YOUNG LIFE DINNER to be held at Classics V on
March 19 beginning at 6:15 p.m. A sign up sheet is available on the glass case. There is no charge for the
dinner, but donations to Young Life are appreciated. Table(s) will be reserved for Grace members to sit
together. Please see Dick Crawford if you have questions. All are welcome to attend.

CHOIR REMINDER: Choir will sing during worship next Sunday. No practice today.
SOCIAL MINISTRIES will meet after worship today in the chapel.

TOILET TISSUE: Our annual project for Heart, Love, & Soul has begun. Toilet paper is a necessity that is
needed everyday. Unfortunately, it cannot be purchased with SNAP benefit cards, making it one of the most
requested and appreciated items by those in need. If you would like to support this project, tables will be
available throughout March for your donations.

MARCH MISSION ENVELOPES are designated to support Samaritan Counseling. This is a local faith-based
counseling service based out of St. Martin Lutheran Church in North Tonawanda. They offer counseling at
several locations, including virtual counseling. Our donations will be used by Samaritan to help defray the
cost for those in need of counseling that cannot afford their usual fee. Pastor Brese worked with Samaritan
in the past, and Trish Andrews referred numerous patients to them during her career with excellent
feedback. Both highly recommend this agency, and will be happy to answer any questions you may have.

SIMPLE SUPPERS are offered each Wednesday at 5:30 pm prior to our 6:30 pm Lenten services. All are
welcome to attend. There are still a few openings on the signup sheets for volunteers to supply side dishes,
desserts, or drinks if you are able to help. The signup sheet is located on the glass case.

WANTED - for Grace Ladies and Sunday School. At our March Grace Ladies meeting on Tuesday, March 17,
beginning at 6PM, we will be filling plastic Easter eggs for our Sunday School students. We need small
candies, stickers, small toys and coins to put in eggs. Please put your donations on table in Ladies Lounge.

Unique spring gifts: Find a catalog of discounted CPH Easter items (and more!) at both entrances. If you
place an order through Grace by Sunday, March 15, you pay no shipping. Have questions, find your CPH
Resource Program manager, Lacey Bahr (716-525-5134).

Items needed: Bottles of water and individual snack packs for our Sunday School kids. Bring them in, labeled
for Sunday School, and leave them on a table in the chapel. The kids will bring them downstairs. Thank you!

LENTEN SERVICE — March 11" @ 6:30PM

Jesus talks all about seeking us in our texts this week. He does not wait passively until
we get up the gumption to ask Him for help. Nor does He act out of selfish gain, like our
health-care system seems to do so often today. Praying, teaching, working. In all these
things, Jesus seeks us out and looks for ways to help us. This work is often overlooked
because it is so ordinary. Water, bread and wine, the folly of preaching. In all these
ordinary works, Jesus continues His ministry among us. This ministry of forgiveness means
that Jesus continues to strengthen and help us.




THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

'All the congregation of the people of
Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin
by stages, according to the commandment
of the Lorn, and camped at Rephidim, but
there was no water for the people to drink.
"Therefore the people quarreled with Moses
and said, “Give us water to drink.” And
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test the Lorn?” *But
the people thirsted there for water, and the
people grumbled againsl Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to
kill us and our children and our livestock
with thirst?” *So Moses cried to the Lorp,
“What shall | do with this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.” *And the Lorp
said to Moses, “Pass on before the people,
taking with you some of the elders of Israel,
and take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile, and go. °Behold, I will
stand before you there on the rock at Horeb,
and you shall strike the rock, and water
shall come out of it, and the people will
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of
the elders of Israel. ’And he called the name
of the place Massah and Meribah, because
of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and
because they tested the Lorp by saying, “Is
the Lorp among us or not?”

Epistle: Romans 5:1-8

'Therefore, since we have been justified
by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. *Through him we
have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. *Mure than that,
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, *and endur-
ance produces character, and character pro-
duces hope, *and hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Hely Spirit who
has heen given to us.

“For while we were still weak, at the right
time Christ died for the ungodly. "For one
will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die—"but God shows
his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

Holy Gospel: John 4:5-26

*[Jesus] came to @ town of Samaria called
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given
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to his son Joseph. “acob’s well was there; so
Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey,
was sitting beside the well. It was about the
sixth hour.

"There came a woman of Samaria to draw
water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink."”
(For his disciples had gone away into the
city to buy food.) *The Samaritan woman
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask
[or a diink [rom me, a woman ol Samaria?”
(For Jews have no dealings with Samari-
tans.) "esus answered her, "If vou knew
the gift of God, and wha it is that is saying
to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have
asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” "The woman said to him, i Sir,
yau have nothing to draw water with, and
the well is deep. Where do you get that liv-
ing water? 'Are you greater than our father
Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from
it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, "but who-
ever drinks of the water that [ will give him
will never be thirsty forever. 'The water that
I will give him will become in him a spring
of water welling up to eternal life.” “The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water,
so that 1 will not be thirsty or have to come
here to draw water.”

'“Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband,
and come here.” "The woman answered
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her,
“You are right in saying, 'l have no hus-
band’; "for you have had five husbands,
and the one you now have is not your hus-
band. What you have said is truc.” "The
woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you
are a prophet. *?Our fathers worshiped on
this mountain, but you say that in Jerusa-
lem is the place where people ought to wor-
ship.” ?'"Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. **You worship what you
do not know; we worship what we know,
for salvalion is [rom the Jews. **Butl the hour
is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for the Father is seeking such
people to worship him. *Gaod is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth.” The woman said to him,
“1 know that Messiah is coming (he who is
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell
us all things.” **Jesus said to her, “I who
speak to you am he.”
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